Dear u uHnar 



11/20/90 

Thank you very mucj for taking the tine to give me an understanding of the deficiencies 
in the official investigation of tha Palme assassination, Because there appears to be nothing 
confidential in it I will make copies foY three college-professor friends who teach courses 
in political assassinations - but not as mystery stories* 

f'h is is not ono of my better (iayB. I'm tired und feel weak* But i'll begin in the 
short time before we go out for supper and will possible resume a long response when I have 
time or do not feel like doing other things* I may well s^nd this and perhaps some copies 
of records by surface mail if I enclose enough records* 



In reading your letter I wus struck, as was ny wife, to whom I gave it for her 
opinion, by the remarkable similarities in the deficienfes of the investigations there and 
here and with the appropriateness of some of your comments and opinions if they were to 
fee applied to more than the JFK assassination — th that of his brother and that of 1> r. ^'ing* 
Where there is no direct parallel, there is ono that is close* I'm beginning from recollection 
but I'll go through your letter from the beginning later* Take dominating and freezing out 
the prosocutor over there and substitute in the Jl'K assassination doing this with the Warren 
commission in Washington L jid the police in Texas. They also did this with the Dallas prosecutor, 
with whom I had a friendly relationship. Before he retired, years ago - and x interject that 
he began his professional career not only as an FBI agent but assigned to the territory in * 
which 1 live - he lot mo go through his Huby case files. The FBI gave him nothing except what 
it wanted to, much less than I got, and only wliat it considered related to his prosecution. 

Of course not all of that. Pardon ny jumping around buf X interject so X won£/t forget* Take 
the Hay prosecution* The FBI liad to bo clobbered to lut tlie prosecution have 2 b sections^ 
as they call them, really volumes of its case file which it called "Kurkin." Thoy withheld 
much from me but I got at least five full file cabinets, at least 20 file drawers of its records 
5y this means it dominated that prosecution. Not because tliat prosecutor wanted the tfcuth but 
tpcaus e the FBI wanted to take no chances of losing any element of control Control is the 

of the FBI's gome. If I remember correctly, I suggested that you first read the executive 
session trunscript beginning on about page 47b of Post kortem so you would see that the 
Warren Commission began, before it held any hearings, with the understanding ± give you above. 
The FBI impressed on the Commission th.t the FBI had already solved the case and there was 
nothing for the Commission to do but fold its tents and go hone. Into the setting sun. 

X hope it i 3 pos3ibd5jf wey^ou to come to t.-.e United States and I'm sorry we cannot 
offer you accomodations ipuch as we'd like to. Our spare bedroom is my v/ifle's office. But I'll 
see if I c qn arrange some io^-cost quarters. I've been interrupted and before I stop, a reminder 
for when I resume, you enn waste an onconoua amount of time wlum yiu are in tliis country, and 
I want to remember to give you 3ome specifics. 

/ a Ustrj C i* 

11/29 i. qn imi n c ; y 0U do got to come hare tllu beat aiiigle^ source on FOIa anti, tho suits under 
dt for assasainution records is James h. ±<csur. Ho handled cost 01 my otjls , almost allf und 
uehen continuing the litigation becone impossible for mo he ropresented a mutual friend, “ark 
alien. I am not privy to what ho got for Allen, although at tho beginning beaar kppt no 
informed and aoiaotiijea provided copies. The end of copies may be ^jdfiedpo Kxtaes affiliation 
with Bernard Fensterwuld' s Assassinations <urclu.YO.nnd He search Uoaaa^teo, AaRC. Leoar and 
alien are directors, Lesar's office is next to rrs, etc., and Fenaterwald has his own 
ambitions, us I'll explain. 

He first a^clifferent group which ho called tho Committee to Investigate Assassinations. 
He wal bom wealthy, is a bright and nice guy, a better-than-averago lawyer with wide exprience 
and an incorrigible adopter of all tho nutty thi.-orioa on the assussinution. For example, he 
adopted Ricky Vihite via his other group, the Hallas assassination information center. I These 
people, other than Allen and Lesar, don’t really know wliat information is. Hi havo to leave 
soon und expect to return with a new ribbon. Sorry tliis is so pule. Have to go into town to 
get one.) I think Fenaterwald, “ud as he is known, has an ambition to solve tho case and that 



dominates • him. If not tills, something else does. It drives him' to tl,e irrational and he 
only can t see how nutty it is, ,.hen it is laid out lor him ho won t see. I tried on Wftite, 



it 

not only 



2 



and I can't begin to remember liow many other such inarm! ties I tried to rescue hiu from. 
His ,uiRC collects anything it can get, without discrimination, and to the best of my know- 
ledge, .unless some donor has requested confidentiality, nudces it al- available. 3oj if you 
are interested in nutty theories, that is the best archive. 

What they have by way of copies of official records I cannot tell you. I know they 
have what Allen has gotten and is still getting and they have the 90,000 pages of FBI HQ 
records it disclosed in an unsuccessful effort to avoid litigation jjfbut a successful 
effort to have conplete control over >A lat it would disclose and what it would withhold 
of the FBIHt* JFK assassination records. I have them and much, moch more. 



«-ll of those X know who espouse v/liat I regard as nutty theories, with few exceptions, 
are rather nice people. But they all want to be James flonds and are economical with their 
contacts with realities. Those T&o are exceptions ore not archivists *.nd they have little 
or nothing that would interest you. They've not sued unde*Voln to get any records. You will 
not find a finer human bein^ that Jin Lesar- and you will findBud gracious, fricmdly, help- 
ful, etc. In Dallas you'li^find little but the scene of the 'crime and an overabundance of 
theories, none established as fapt aid most fanciful. 



‘ x 'o give you an idea of how childishly incompetent most inquiries ore and to show one 
of the reasons they accomplish nothing substantial , ifcveral weeks ago two of the anti-Castro 
soldiers of fortunes came to see me on Bud's behalf - about the Ricky White nonsense! I'd 
written him several times, without response, in an effort to disuade him from this project 
that can wind uo getting liin sued for fraud and he'd not responded, he'd phoned me and I 
tried again, Re knows he is welcome to anything X have, but he wants what does not and 
cannot exist. So of all the people in the world he floods, for reasons not apparent, he 
send* two criminals both jailed for violence. I'd know/ one, Gerald Patrick He mmin g, and 
he'd actually planned an invasion of Cuba via Haiti in my presence! The other, and you 
may encounter these names, Roy u argravea, served time for bombing a southern California 
Students for a Beoocratic Society office and was sunpec^r X think falsely, of having 
killed anoth4r x)f the anti-las tro soldiers of fortune. Any association with men of this 
kind is potentially hurtful and it can’t p&duco anything of fcnjue. Hot he did this and 
spent r <5noy on it that could have been used constructively elsewliere. 



Another re uion it was a futility, and this has general and wider application and 
may have been duplicated in Sweden, is that the crime itself was never investigated 
officially. X don t know the reasons but I have explanations that satisfy 4 ae if you are 
interested. &o all these people 3tort with notliing and get nowhere and wind up with little 
that can be called solid evidence, hsear and alien at leant have 3ome knowledge of the 
content of the disclosed records but almost without exception the others are indifferent 
to this. As an example, two friends who have made a great financial suceess of a bad book 
that amounts to a disinformation, hero often, have never once gone tliorugh my files for 
what has been officially disclosed in the area of their interest. Their book is High ^ reason . 

What I am saying is that if you come you should not ignore A*kRC in Viashington but 
that aside from the *>llen records 1 have all the official records they linve that have 
any. meaning and ever so much more. «uid Dallas would be sight-seeing. The few other reposi- 
tories tiro trivial and like just about all, anounx to disinformation, as do all the better- 
known books and all the newsletters. 



2n the few minutes I have before we have to leave for the shopping, a few words about 
phone tapping and bugging as practised by the FBI. although I canpt prove it I do believe 
that it dues oxxkxx get, at least has gotten, others, particularly local police, to do some 
of these jobs for it. They also have done and probably still do what they call “bluck bag 
jobs," sometimes just bag job. These are surrepitious entries for records, etc. Tapping also 
sc^pe times requires this and bugi^Lng always does. They are known to have conducted tapping 
and kefct no records until they got something of value and then they got official permission, 
which some attorneys general denied. I'll give you an example. They requested permission to 
tap the phonos of the members of James £arl Ray's family, as you imv recall, ho was accused 
of killing I> r Ifc ing. Ramsey Clark refused this permission so the l*JiI did it anyway. 



I do have the proof - finding myself in as * now recall nine FBI bnnk^-robbory files! 
There are, I'm sure, more. How did this hap;jen?’ They had u silly notion they were desperate 
to comq up with anything at all - that James Ray's two brothers engaged in bank robberies 
to finance him. They haa a tap on the phone Jerry 4L ay used and thus they eavesdropped on 
his conversations with me. There is no other possible source for that information. We'd never 
had any other contact. The information in those ruprotik came only from our phone conversations 

Under ^over at least the FBI believed it required no permission to bug and it asked 
for none. Unless, perhaps, it had a purpose in asking for permission. Right after the 
assassination, it had Marina Oswald's new home bugged before she moved in. and never* told 
anyone. But they asked permission to tap her phone, having talked Karl Warren into the 
notion that she might tf*y to flee the country. They got nothing but details of her private 
life, her nocturnal sexual fancies as she discussed then with her older woman friends, her 
conversations with her lawyer, but no tiling connected v/ith the assassination because, as 
they had to know, she knew nothing about it.For this electronic surveillance they used a 
van and shifts of agents ajjeund the clock. For three wekks and got nothing ut all. 

They hid all of this in their records under the phony file classification for such 
operations, a classification they refuse to search as irrelevant under FOlA, "admini- 
strative Matters." The rationale is that they have administrative permission for the tap 
so they file it all under that permission. I^The slang for this file and othero like it 
is "admats".They do tr.o a, one in the field offices by using a file classification for which 
the field offices have no use, "Laboratory $ 2 search Matters". In the field the lab reccfes 
are filed under the appropriate cases, where they belong. 

Many years have passed since 1 was able to keep some little track on these kinds of 
operations and wliat they now do I don't know. But I have no reason to believe they have 
abandoned this or eliminated the files accumulated that way. Of course 1 have f)o way of 
knowing whether your agencies have similar practises. 

Another tricky filing that nay bo interest to you i 3 the Hk misuee of its 
"Crime Records" classification. It Ixad a division with this ruune and that division handled 
' the leaking, a subject on which I can help you, the lobbying, the blackmailing, etc. It 
then was under Associate then the A, o. 3 man. They have their files 

on the media filed under^Hs* and they never search itjas irrelevant) too. 

I discovered this because" of &ie FBI's practise of posting the number of duplicating files K 
then mostly on the right-hand margin. I'm sorry I was so late tumbling to this but once 
1 did I made duplicate copies and filed them by subject. One that may be of interest to you 
in understaniSlng how they can exercise control (and control is the name of the FBI's game) 
jj filed under The Washington Star and its then city editor, Sid Epstein. If I think of 
it I'll include a couple of Washington Post records to go along with wliat I sent you, the 
Katze^nbach mono to ^resident 4 $,* Johnson via Bill A \>yers. They, the FBI, did not want 
any preidential commission ap^i^fted. 

Although tlie new ribbon won't keep me from being interrupted again, I now respond' 
from your letter. Page 1. Your publisher az^d offering the book in the US. Perhaps your 
publisher keeps up to date but if he doesn't the bad books on the JFK assassination are 
selling incredibly well. While I do not believe that a foreign assassination can expect 
to do as well, there is a market for anything that alleges a conspiracy, and I mean this 
broadly, and Palme did have a not inconsiderable following here. I did not suggest having 
an American audience in mind and I think you should not. An American edition can always 
insert any necessary explanations. 

You refer to the defense of the six police chiefs on tried and that this includes 
the claim that what they did was authorized secretly. Thatis precisely the line taken by 
former CIA Director Richard Helms before thA ^ouse Select 'Committee on Aaaaesination and 
by others in and defending the CIA on its planned assassinations. They just "understood" 
what the White House wanted. But later I got records proving this is a lie. I don't thl nir 
the CIA realized this meaning in those records or they'd not have been disclosed. 

Indeed t/Jeae defendants are "not just anybody"! 



You think they will not get jail sentences. None of their kind did here. Helms was 
let of oasily, as was the former Attorney u eneral Kleindienet and the three top FBI officials 
also charged with such offenses. And here, too, the state paid the bill where victims were 
able to collect, as somo few were. 



On page 2 you talk about "politically destroying a wing of the SAPO" and that 
did not happen here. There were some ges/ures in the GXjytsnd the FBI and nothing roally 
changed, except for the titles given to the things that were done under a different 
description, not discontinued. 



"Olof Palme was strongly disliked by large sections of the police and military and 
leaders of private business.” This woudi be true if you said it of JFK. And as you find 
with Palme, we had no real JFK assassins tioo investigation. And here also the inveotU 
gation had "odd waya" about it. A key thing to look for, based on what was true here, is 
what the investigation did not do that it should have done. 



Puge 3, "Holmer came to the police headquarters and immediately took control." Sub- 
stitute Hoover and there is another parallel. One of tho places where he admits taking the 
case before Johnson asked him to and without jurisdiction is recorded in a ^aLoach me mo 
of the interview Hoover granted William Winchester. 

I' vo come to where you sny he avoided putting experienced investigators on the case. 

In a way that happened here. First the FBI did not have to be told that *Wor had had an 
instant vision and thus knew immediately, as he says in the Manchester memo, that he knew 
right away there was a lo/Vle nut assassin. Its agents know what is expected and not ex- 
pected in political oaseB and I&& enclose a couple of very early records bearing on thiB. 
What was avoided mas the kind of lab work, for example, that waJ required. And I do not 
think that #oover ordered it. I am suggesting that this can be another areu in which just 
about all police agencies anywhere act in much tho same way in political cases in which 
they are caught by surprise and haven't the slightest idea what really did happen. 

The people also were in .Shock here and here they expected much of the FBI and the 
Warren Commission. "This does not excuse the media" you say. Ditto here. Only here some of 
it was manipulated by leaks, some was influenced by those columnists and reporters who 
enjoyed good relations with the FBI and were often favored by it, and before long the < 
media here was quite unfriendly to those who raised questions. 'nvnT A, 

Holmef" Never led any murder investigations before." Well, that is the opposite of 
here because those involved in the investigations had had such experiences. But what may 
amuse you is that as a district attorney general Karl Warren was not able to solve the 
k illin g of h±B own father. 

The prosecuting attorney here also should have been in charge of the investigation 
but the federal authority pro-empted local authority, beginning with the kidnapping of the 
corpse, which prevented the local doctors from performing the auto pay. With /dfewald killed 
two days later and with no search for any other suspect or co-conspirator, there was no 
local case other than the ^by c;».se. It happens that I developed a frienly relationship 
Cfclth the local prosecutor and while he knew only what the police had told him, he was an 
experience hunter and was certain the shooting, even as recounted by the police, was 
impossible for one man. lie did believe they had a case against Oswald but he was also certain 
there had been a conspiracy. Which is what on every level national authority was determined 
to insist there had not been. 



Just as ^otoer was "able to take command ,f 
too, ignored the wishes of others. 



so also did Hoover, immediately. And he, 

has 



Page 4 "Holmer 1 a building up of the PKX lead is central to understanding vhat 7 happened 
with the Palme investigation. ..." Substitute JFK for Palme and Oswald for the PKK and it 
is an identical situation. If you are here I suggest that you Jake a look at the index to 
the definitive report LBJ ordered of the FBI before he appointed the commission. I ou may 
hot have time to read it but it is actually a tribe against Oswald and in five volumes 






5 



doesnet mention all the known shooting and wounds from the shotB. Sc* UiY li?/l 

*ou say of the P1QC H lt was propaganda: repeat that •.••many times" and everybody 
believes it. Another exact destrigption of here. 

Page 6 you fo into the deai re/fc^f of the police to do something to those it did not 
like. Exactly that here, with the left in general, the Pair Play for ®uba Committee and 
the Communist Party in particular. The Phi's JRC records given to the Commission were 
captioned ae a Communist investigation. Communist, Cuba and in some instances national sec- 
uroty. I think also internal security* 

•> 

Page 7 you go into the baggings. I can^t add to what I said about this above* 

Page 9t "I think all this illustrates how the murder investigation has been used for 

everything except to investigate the murder." ^re, too. Again, read that index. The docu- 
ment in the Commission's files is Cl)1 I have it in an PBI file. 



*t the bottom of this page you express your interest in how the media was controlled. 
Partly by leaks and being spoken to and to a large degree by secrecy. In those few 94 classi- 
fication files to which x gave the wrong title before, "Crime Records " when it is "Re- 
search Jkiat ter s , 11 thoBo Deloach files, there are probably some illustrations . But the 
Commission's executive session transcipts also reflect this, beginning with the very first, 
of December 5* 1963 and the first major FBI leak. I have a file on that plus that 
transcript, which I did not publish. Then also the media did not want the country to 
believe that there was other than a lone nut assassin and when books refuting that came 
out they were for the most part ignored or treated baidy. 



I've made a list of the records you told me I sent you and I 11 add what I include* 
with this so I'll know for the future. . . 



i&n sorry I was not able to sit down and makes note6 based on which I'd rejfej# but 
I did not want to let this wait, particularly if the weight of the recofds leads me to use 
surface mail. .. , 

clhtr 

Thanks for paying for the tefcer records. I'm wad you could get US money because 
exchange from in the country is costly. 



I've not feeard from your colleagues in some time. 1 hope they have not l£ot their 
interest in the Palme killing. On which I add a thought that may have oocured to you. 



Whatever the intent, the assassination of any head of state is a de facto 05 up cj. 1 
•tat- So once an irate husband or father or brother or lover and a lone nut can be ruled 
out, the likeliest source of the assassination is those who wanted a change in national 
policy. Perhaps a list of those who would qualify in Sweden would not be as long as such 
a list here, but it would undoubtedly include quite a few candidates. There may not be 
there but here there are some established facts that can make possible the elimination 
of some candidates. 



I'll soon read and correet this in the hope of getting the copies made and being 
able to mail tomorrow because we have no outgoing mail on weekends. But when I read and 
correct so soon there often is confabulation, so if anything is unclear please ask me. 

And as soon as you learn, if you are, that you are coming, let me know so 1 can see what 
I cun do about accomodations. There is bus service between Washington and here and I'd be 
surprised, if you go there first, if one of the people associated with aaRC did not drive 
you up here. 

Thanks again for the insight into the Palme case. 



^est wishes. 



Bfcrold Weisberg 



